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Male Great Spotted Woodpecker on feeder

Robin in Snow

Peacock Butterfly

Photographs by Mal Ingham

Small Tortoiseshell butterfly on Scabious

Hoverfly on Scabious
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Ysgol Llanfair
Dydd y Cofio-Diolch i’r Parchedig Carter am arwain ein Gwasanaeth o flaen 
yr ysgol. Chwaraeodd Gwilym ‘Y Last Post’ yn hyfryd ac aeth aelodau’r 
Cyngor Eglwys i osod torch yn ymyl y gofeb yn y pentref. (llun)

Armistice Day – Thank you to Rev Carter for leading our service in front of 
the school, to Gwilym for playing ‘The Last Post’ so confidently and to the 
Church Council for laying the wreath at the cenotaph in the village.

Cystadleuaeth Cop 26-Llongyfarchiadau i Molly am ddod yn fuddugol ac i 
Seth a Millie am ddod yn gydradd drydydd. Ardderchog chi.

Cop 26 Competition – Congratulations to Molly for winning the competition 
and for Seth and Millie for coming joint third. Excellent – well done.

Wythnos gwrth-fwlio- Roedd pawb yn edrych yn ddigri mewn sanau 
gwahanol er mwyn codi ymwybyddiaeth am yr achos yma. Trefnwyd 
amrywiaeth o weithgareddau hwyliog eraill er mwyn i bawb weld a deall y 
neges. 

Anti – Bullying Week – Everyone looked funny wearing their odd socks 
to raise awareness. A variety of activities were arranged to help pupils 
understand the important messages.

Canu-Mwynhaodd Cyfnod Allweddol 2 sesiwn ganu gydag Eleri Watkin yn y 
neuadd. Diolch yn fawr iawn iddi am sesiwn hwyliog.

Singing – Key Stage 2 enjoyed a fun session of singing with Eleri Watkin in 
the school hall. Thank you very much to Eleri.

Rygbi Merched Cymru -Roedd yn wych i rai o blant hynaf yr ysgol sgwrsio 
gyda Caitlin Lewis am ei phrofiad yn chwarae rygbi i dim Merched Cymru. 
Llongyfarchiadau iddi ar ei pherfformiadau ac i’r tim am ennill rhai o’r gemau 
yn y Gemau Rhyngwladol yn nhymor yr Hydref.

Wales Women’s Rugby – A big thank you to Caitlin Lewis for joining us to 
talk about her experiences playing for Wales. Congratulations to her on her 
performances and the team wins in the Autumn Internationals.

Continued on Page 4 . . . 
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Diwrnod Plant Mewn Angen Arbennig-Cafwyd digonedd o hwyl a sbri 
wrth godi £361 at yr achos arbennig yma. Dysgodd plant y Cyfnod Sylfaen 
ychydig o iaith arwyddo. Cawson nhw hefyd gyfle i goginio bisgedi, i chwarae 
gemau hwyliog ac i gymryd rhan mewn her Rickshaw Arbennig Ysgol Llanfair 
gan feicio’n chwim o gwmpas y buarth. Trefnwyd ysgytlaeth a danteithion 
ar gyfer pawb gan y Cyngor Ysgol! Diolch yn fawr iawn i bawb am eu 
cyfraniadau hael at achos gwerthchweil. 

Children in Need – We had lots of fun raising £361 for this amazing charity. 
The Foundation Phase pupils learnt some sign language. They also baked 
biscuits, played games and participated in a special rickshaw challenge 
around the school yard. The school council organised milkshake and a 
delicious snack. Thank you to everyone for their generous contributions.

Raffl Nadolig – Diolch i’r Gymdeithas Rhieni Athrawon am drefnu raffl fawr, 
diolch hefyd i bawb sydd wedi cyfrannu at y gwobrau a phrynu tocynnau.

Christmas Raffle – A big thank you to the PTA for organising the raffle and 
also to everyone who has contributed prizes and bought tickets – diolch yn 
fawr.

Nadolig-Rydym yn brysur yn paratoi ar gyfer ein sioeau Nadolig. Trueni ein 
bod ni’n methu gwahodd pawb i’r Neuadd i gael mwynhau’r wledd. Diolch i’r 
staff a’r disgyblion am eu holl waith caled. Rhaid peidio anghofio’r rhieni am 
drefnu a chreu yr holl wisgoedd – diolch o gallon.

Christmas – We are busy preparing for our Christmas shows. It’s a pity we 
can’t invite everyone into school to watch the shows but we hope that the 
virtual shows will help get everyone in the Christmas spirit. A big thank you 
to staff and pupils for their hard work. We must remember to thank the 
parents too for finding and making all the costumes.

Diolch – Diolch i Daid Isla am y stabl hardd mae’r plantos wrth eu boddau yn 
chwarae ac yn adrodd stori’r geni. Diolch hefyd i Naturally Ethical am y rhodd 
caredig o fap o’r byd.

Thank you – A big thank you to Isla’s Taid for the beautiful stable, the 
children are enjoying themselves retelling the Nativity story. Thank you too 
to Naturally Ethical for their generous gift of the Map of the World.
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A Word From Keith

Gair Gan Keith

First of all, may I wish you all a happy Christmas and a peaceful and healthy 
New Year. My do we all need a healthy New Year. I don’t know about you but 
I am tired of talking about Covid. My thoughts go out to those who, like me, 
have lost someone very dear to them during 2021. I hope the holiday period 
is not too difficult.
On the Chronicle front, I would like to thank all those volunteers who 
enable the Chronicle to arrive through your letterbox. We have at least 11 
distributors, Dave, the magician who makes the articles presentable, and Phil, 
the treasurer. I nearly forgot you wonderful people who send in the articles 
without which we would have some wonderful blank pages. Please keep them 
coming during 2022 when I hope we can get back to some normality.
The deadline for the March edition of the Chronicle will be  FRIDAY MARCH 
11TH 2022. As usual the addresses for articles are  email – editor@llanfair.
co.uk, tele 01824707506 mobile 07950673985 and don’t forget online 
access at www.llanfaircommunitycouncil.co.uk or www.llanfairdc.co.uk and 
please contact me for advertising

Yn gyntaf oll, a gaf i ddymuno Nadolig Llawen a Blwyddyn Newydd heddychlon 
ac iach i chi i gyd. Rydym i gyd angen Blwyddyn Newydd iach. Nid wyf yn 
gwybod amdanoch chi ond rwyf wedi blino siarad am Covid. Mae fy meddyliau 
yn mynd allan i’r rhai sydd, fel fi, wedi colli rhywun annwyl iawn iddyn nhw yn 
ystod 2021. Rwy’n gobeithio nad yw’r cyfnod gwyliau yn rhy anodd.
O ran y Chronicl, hoffwn ddiolch i’r holl wirfoddolwyr hynny sy’n galluogi’r 
Chronicle i gyrraedd trwy’ch blwch llythyrau. Mae gennym o leiaf 11 o 
ddosbarthwyr, Dave, y consuriwr sy’n gwneud yr erthyglau yn gyflwynadwy, 
a Phil, y trysorydd. Bu bron imi anghofio y pobl ryfeddol hynny sy’n anfon yr 
erthyglau, a byddai gennym dudalennau gwag hyfryd hebddynt. Os gwelwch 
yn dda cadwch nhw i ddod yn ystod 2022 pan fyddaf yn gobeithio y gallwn 
fynd yn ôl at ryw normalrwydd.
Y dyddiad cau ar gyfer rhifyn mis Mawrth o’r Chronicle fydd DYDD GWENER 
MAWRTH 11eg 2022. Yn ôl yr arfer y cyfeiriadau ar gyfer erthyglau yw e-bost 
- editor@llanfair.co.uk, ffon 01824707506 symudol 07950673985 a pheidiwch 
ag anghofio mynediad ar-lein trwy www.llanfaircommunitycouncil.co.uk  neu 
www.llanfairdc.co.uk a chysylltwch â mi i hysbysebu.
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My Wildlife Year 
By Mal Ingham

The other day, the 15th Nov 21 to be precise, I was jotting down a couple of 
wildlife sightings in my record book when I suddenly had a déjà vu moment 
as it only seemed like yesterday I was jotting down a record for the 15th 
November 2020 and in no time at all December would be upon us soon 
followed by January 2022 bringing with it new moments of déjà vu as the 
cycle of life begins all over again. 

This got me contemplating over the past ten and a half months of the 
wildlife I had observed, not only in the garden but also around the area in 
general. From a garden point of view on the 1st Jan 21, I noted that it was 
a cool fine day with a splattering of snow lingering on from the past few 
days of persistent snow showers. The bird feeders were busy with Blue, 
Great, Coal and Long-tailed tits with the Marsh tit occasionally dashing 
in and out to grab a sunflower heart. Chaffinch, Goldfinch, Greenfinch, 
Siskin and Brambling made up the finch species whilst the Great Spotted 
Woodpecker and Nuthatch attended on behalf of the tree dwelling birds 
with the active little Tree Creeper, although recorded, much preferring a 
more natural diet as it searched for spiders and other insects in the trees 
in the wood adjoining the garden. A couple of Robins accompanied by a 
Dunnock scampered around beneath the feeders as Blackbirds, Redwing 
and Woodpigeon descended on the hedgerow to feast on the berries of 
Ivy, Cotoneaster and Pyracantha. Other birds recorded in the garden on the 
day were Magpie, Carrion Crow, Jay and Pheasant and a Wren hunting for 
insects between the plant pots. Of course as the year progressed a much 
wider variety of species were recorded. The first Brimstone butterfly of the 
year was recorded in the garden on the 28th Feb. with them being regular 
visitors throughout coming months with the last record being on the 23rd 
Aug. Other butterfly species included Speckled Wood, Orange Tip, Peacock, 
Red Admiral, Wall and Meadow Brown, Ringlet, Comma, Small and Large 
White, Green Veined White, Holly and Common Blue, Painted Lady and last 
but not least, Small Tortoiseshell. Each month brings with it either the end 
or the beginning of a life cycle with the recording of some species drawing to 
a close but bringing new fresh sightings to be eagerly jotted down as other 
species begin to emerge. 
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For the past four years or so the male Pied Flycatcher arrived from Africa to 
check out my nest boxes but unfortunately with the later arrival of his mate 
she decided that they were not quite up to her standard and decided to nest 
elsewhere. That is until this year where to our delight they raised a brood 
in one of our nest boxes.  For the past few years Noctule bats have roosted 
in an old woodpecker hole in one of our Ash trees. This year they colonised 
a second tree giving us two roosts and both were particularly active as they 
constantly flew in and out of the holes all night long.  We also have Common 
and Soprano pipistrelle with a single Common pip roosting in a bat box on 
the house.  Occasionally a Lesser Horseshoe bat would be recorded but 
the eureka moment this year, from a bat point of view, was the sighting of 
a Brown Long-Eared bat flying low by the front porch. I also captured trail 
camera video footage of it hovering in front of the camera. Unlike other 
species the Brown Long-Eared bat doesn’t rely on echo location to hunt its 
prey but will pluck insects off branches, often hovering as it does so, hence 
the video footage. Every year is different with pluses and minuses. Last 
year for example was a good year for sightings of Red Kite but this year, for 
whatever reason, I only recorded two, another example is the Humming-Bird 
Hawk Moth with numerious sightings in the garden last year but not a one 
this year. But, those minuses have been compensated for by other species 
such as the Brimstone butterfly and the Brown Long-Eared bat.   

I could go on for evermore but there is only so much space in the chronicle 
but last, and by no means least, other species recorded whilst out and about 
include Weasel, Stoat, Badger, Fox, Otter, Common, Pigmy and Water Shrew 
plus many, many more.  

Well I really must stop there otherwise Keith will be renaming the chronicle 
‘Cronicl Bywyd Gwyllt’! 

Anyway, Nadolig Llawen a blwyddyn newydd dda and here’s to next year’s 
wildlife sightings!

(See photographs on front page)



Dyffryn Clwyd Chronicle Page 8

Will it be carols outdoors, or carols indoors?
Reverend Richard Carter

Last year during the month of December there 
was no option but to hold our carols outdoors. We 
set up all sorts of mesmerising lights, outdoors 
and indoors, and a large size nativity. People were 
invited to enter the church through the porch 
door, make their way around a one-way-system 
and pause for personal thought and reflection, 
enjoy the nativity display, and exit the church by 
the North door where there was a hot chocolate. 
We played carols through a loudspeaker outside.

I am sure that we will be able to manage at least 
as much during December this year, on Christmas 
Eve at 4 pm. But whether we will be able to 
sing carols together outdoors will be weather 
dependent; but we will give it a try.

If it is raining, then we can always come inside but 
the aim is to start outside and attempt to sing-
along to carols on a loudspeaker. Singing outside 
will allow us to sing without face coverings! Trying 
to sing carols outdoors, of the weather allows, will 
also accommodate those who are not confident 
about the gathering in groups indoors.

For a full list of Christmas Service please see: 
www.DyffrynClwyd.co.uk

Wishing you a very Happy Christmas/Nadolig 
Llawen,

Reverend Richard Carter

RichardCarter@churchinwales.org.uk

Last year during the 
month of December 
there was no option 
but to hold our carols 
outdoors

I am sure that we will 
be able to manage at 
least as much during 
December this year, on 
Christmas Eve at 4 pm

Singing outside will 
allow us to sing 
without face coverings! 
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Mabolgampau Llanfair D. C. Sports 2022
Phil Webb and Pat Evans

Llanfair D.C. ‘Mabolgampau’ / ‘Sports’ 
has, for more than 70 years, been a 
much-loved annual event in the village 
calendar. We are therefore delighted to 
confirm that on Saturday May 28th 2022, 
the Sports will be back (all being well!).

The village ‘football field’, offered to us 
so generously over recent years by Mr & 
Mrs Harrop, provides a perfect setting for 
sports races (2yrs - 99yrs), fun dog show, 
competitions, stalls, homemade afternoon 

teas and much more! The event raises funds for the 
upkeep of Neuadd Eleanor Village Hall, although 
this sometimes seems secondary to keeping alive an 
important tradition.

After a break of two years, and in anticipation of the 
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee celebrations, we would like 
to pull out all the stops for our 2022 Village Sports. 
But we would really appreciate some help…

The event has always been a great team effort. 
Our ‘Sports’ committee has been very appreciative 
of the many helpers who appear on the day to 
assist with erecting tents, running stalls, refereeing 
football matches, judging competitions, making 
cakes, face painting and the many other tasks that 
come together to make the day a success.

New people to help us with the planning, or simply 
bring some fresh ideas, would also be extremely 
welcome! Our next meeting (and first for two 
years) will be on Monday January 24th, 8.00pm 
in the Village Hall. Please join us if you would like 
to get involved or simply find out more. However 
much or little time you have to spare, we would 
love to hear from you:

Phil Webb 01824 704 163   Pat Evans 0777 365 2519                  
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NOTICE FROM ST ELIDAN’S CHURCH, 
LLANELIDAN

The congregation at 
St Elidan’s Church in 
Llanelidan would like to 
wish you all a very happy 
Christmas, and we’d like 
to welcome you to our 
Christmas Day service 
at 11.00am. There’s no 
heating in the church, so 
please wrap up warm! 

As you may know, our 
congregation is very 
small. On average, 4-6 

adults have attended services in the church over the last few years. It’s 
been down to these same individuals to clean the church and maintain the 
churchyard, pay for water and electricity supplies, organise for the grass 
to be cut, have the church organ serviced, carry out minor repairs, and 
advertise, organise and participate in many events to raise funds to cover 
the costs. Typically, these costs (excluding any major repairs) have exceeded 
£6,000 a year. We’ve had financial assistance from some generous folk 
through fundraising, gifts and legacies, for which we’re very grateful. We’ve 
also received help from people who’ve given up their time to support us or 
who’ve kept a watchful eye on the land and building. 

It seems to be the general trend in rural Wales and England that people 
no longer wish to attend church services. However, they like churches to 
be kept open so that they can arrange burial, wedding or baptism services 
there. We’ve continued to maintain the church building and churchyard 
over the years for this reason - and because we love the place and feel 
dutybound to care for it - though we cannot go on for much longer. 

During the Covid lockdowns, we reached a crisis point, with no money 
coming in and big bills to pay. With the church facing likely closure, we 
managed to enter it into the Pilgrim Church scheme. This has been achieved 
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through a huge amount of work and effort by our small team. Pilgrim 
Church status means that the building is now the responsibility of Dyffryn 
Clwyd Mission Area; in effect, the village church has been saved for future 
generations to enjoy. However, the work of cleaning the church, maintaining 
a supply of mains water and electricity, servicing the organ, and grass-cutting 
is now the responsibility of those who wish to keep the church open and 
accessible for all the community. 

When our money ran out, and we were in the process of trying to hand over 
responsibility to the Mission Area, the grass in the churchyard grew long 
over the summer. Sadly, we had numerous complaints about this, some of 
them quite unpleasant. We found ourselves on the receiving end of a great 
deal of criticism, despite all our efforts over many years. 

 While the graveyard is the property of the Church in Wales, it’s a community 
graveyard. This means that anybody who is resident in the parish of 
Llanelidan can ask to be buried there. Somehow, Llanelidan Church has 
found itself responsible for maintaining this community facility, and 
maintaining the neatly mown grass entails an average of 10 cuts a year, with 
each cut costing us £110.   

We’re sure you’ll appreciate that our small group of volunteers, as we grow 
older, simply don’t have the energy, or free time, to continue doing the work 
we’ve always done. Nor can we afford to pay others to do this work, and the 
money that’s kindly been donated towards the upkeep of the churchyard 
(held by the Mission Area) will soon run out.  

Even though the church is a Pilgrim Church, we still need a team of 
volunteers to maintain the place, and we’re asking for people to come 
forward to help us. A couple of people in the village have already kindly 
offered their assistance each month and for this we’re extremely grateful, 
but we need more people to come forward if the church is to remain open 
and if the churchyard is to be kept tidy. 

 St Elidan’s Church has been a site of worship for over 1,500 years. If you’d 
like it to continue to be a place of comfort and historical significance for 
generations to come, please contact us urgently. To offer your help, or to find 
out about our proposed 6 services a year, please contact Andrew Sumner on 
01824 750288. 
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CYFARCHION O LLANFAIR C.C.
Nadolig Llawen oddi wrth y Cyngor Cymunedol. Wrth i ni agosáu at ddiwedd 
blwyddyn arall, diolch i bawb sy’n gweithio gyda’i gilydd i wella ein cymuned.
Eleni gwelwyd cam cadarnhaol ymlaen tuag at ddod â hen gae’r ysgol at 
ddefnydd y gymuned. Mae’r grŵp llywio wedi bod yn brysur yn ymgynghori, 
yn llunio achos busnes ac yn gweithio gyda’r Cyngor Cymunedol i gael y 
trosglwyddiad asedau cymunedol o’r diwedd. Rydyn ni’n obeithiol y bydd 
y maes yn cael ei drosglwyddo i berchnogaeth cynghorau cymunedol yn 
gynnar yn y flwyddyn newydd, os nad o’r blaen! Gallwch ddarllen mwy am 
hyn mewn erthygl ddiweddarach ac ar ein gwefan. Mae’r grŵp llywio yn 
parhau i weithio ar syniadau ar gyfer yr adeilad ac mae’r Cyngor Cymunedol 
wedi comisiynu arolwg adeiladu llawn i nodi unrhyw broblemau gyda’r 
adeilad a’r costau y gellid eu hysgwyddo. Mae’n hanfodol deall pa gostau 
fydd yn gysylltiedig â dod â’r adeilad i fyny i waith cynnal a chadw safonol ac 
yn y dyfodol, cyn i ni dderbyn unrhyw ased.
Roeddem yn falch iawn o weld y gwaith ar y Gofeb Rhyfel wedi ei gwblhau 
yn gynharach yn y flwyddyn.  Diolch i John Pugh am ei gymorth parod bob 
amser.  Braf oedd cynnal Gwasanaeth Sul y Cofio eleni gyda aelodau bob oed 
o’r gymuned yn cymeryd rhan.  Hoffwn ganmol Llion am chwarae’r trombon 
yn berffaith ac i Catrin o Ysgol Llanfair am osod torch ar ran yr Eglwys.  
Rydym yn parhau i fod yn ymrwymedig i wthio’r elusendai Elizabeth Owen 
gael eu defnyddio eto. Mae Grŵp Cynefin mewn trafodaethau gyda’r 
Comisiwn Elusennau ac rydym wedi codi’r mater gyda Darren Millar AC er 
mwyn ceisio cael yr eiddo yn ôl i gyflwr cyfanheddol.
Rydym yn parhau i gefnogi Neuadd Eleaner, ein neuadd bentref, mewn 
ymdrechion i wella a chynnal yr ased cymunedol gwych hwn a byddwn yn 
rhoi ein cefnogaeth lawn i unrhyw gyfleoedd cyllido a allai godi fel rhan o’n 
cynllun cymdogaeth.
Rydym wedi ceisio cymorth gan Gyngor Tref Rhuthun i weithio gyda ni i 
helpu i wella’r llwybr o Lanfair i Rhuthun. Mae Cynghorwyr Sir, ynghyd ag 
uwch aelodau o Gyngor Sir Ddinbych, i gyd wedi’u cynnwys mewn cynllun i 
wella’r llwybr hwn. Yn anffodus, ni wnaed unrhyw gynnydd hyd yn hyn, ond 
byddwn yn parhau i bwyso am weithredu. Nodwn y gwaith aruthrol a wnaed 
gan Jozsef Vass hyd yn hyn ar y darn hwn o’r llwybr. Mae Jozsef wedi bod yn 
clirio’r llwybr, ar ei risg ei hun a’i amser ei hun, i godi arian ar gyfer sefydliad 
plant Lucy yn Kenya. Mae’r arian a godwyd hyd yma wedi galluogi’r pentref i 
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adeiladu toiled y gellir ei gompostio ac anfon pump o blant i’r ysgol (https://
www.gofundme.com/f/save-lucys-children-institute?fbclid=IwAR10UJf5P-
rlgrzES_j7qnObTbeSPgK3A9S9e-__wEa46G40qqzbK0b3Gbs)
Llwybr arall yr ydym wedi bod yn gweithio gyda thirfeddianwyr, i’w wella, 
yw darn o lwybr troed a fydd yn cysylltu llwybrau o Lanfair i Bentrecelyn 
a Graigfechan trwy barc carafannau Llanbenwch. Bydd manylion llawn ar 
gael yn y flwyddyn newydd. Gellir gweld cynigion ar gyfer cyfeiriad y llwybr 
ar wefan y Cyngor Cymunedol. Nid yn unig y bydd hyn yn fodd i gysylltu’r 
pentrefi yn ein cymuned â’i gilydd, ond bydd hefyd yn darparu mynediad 
mwy diogel i’r caffi a’r siop yn Llanbenwch - gweler tudalen facebook 
Llanbenwch am fanylion pellach. Mae preswylwyr wedi bod yn gofyn am 
gaffi a siop yn ein cymuned ers amser maith ac mae hyn wedi cael sylw mawr 
yn ein cynllun cymdogaeth.
Mae goryrru yn fater sy’n cael ei godi’n aml gyda Chynghorwyr ac mae wedi’i 
gynnwys ar yr agenda yn y mwyafrif o gyfarfodydd y Cyngor Cymunedol. Ar 
wahân i’r peryglon amlwg i ddefnyddwyr eraill y ffordd, mae llygredd sŵn 
yn rhywbeth sydd wedi’i drafod yn helaeth. Rydym wedi codi’r mater gyda 
swyddogion priffyrdd, yr heddlu, Aelodau Seneddol ac Aelodau’r Cynulliad. 
Rydym wedi gofyn i Darren Millar AC a ellid trafod cael camerâu cyflymder 
cyfartalog ar hyd yr A525 ar lefel y llywodraeth.
Mae goryrru trwy Graigfechan yn bryder arbennig. Rydym yn cynnal 
trafodaethau gyda’r Sir ynghylch mesurau y gellid eu cymryd i leihau 
cyflymderau trwy’r pentref. Mae nifer o breswylwyr wedi gofyn am 
glustogau cyflymder ac rydym wedi gofyn a ellid ystyried hyn. Byddem yn 
gwerthfawrogi unrhyw adborth, meddyliau neu bryderon ynghylch hyn, trwy 
gysylltu ag Eirwen Godden, y clerc ar clerk.llanfairdc@gmail.com.
Yn y cyfamser, mae’r Cyngor Cymunedol yn ystyried pob cais cynllunio a 
ddaw o’i flaen cyn  ymateb i’r Adran Gynllunio.  Rydym hefyd yn gwneud 
ymdrech i roi pwysau ar yr Adran Briffyrdd i atgyweirio’r ffyrdd ar draws yr 
ardal.  Mae hyn yn sialens arbennig oherwydd prinder arian.
Cynhelir ein cyfarfodydd Cyngor Cymunedol ar yr ail ddydd Llun y mis, o 
7pm. Mae croeso i bawb ymuno, a gellir dod o hyd i fanylion ar y wefan 
www.llanfaircommunitycouncil.co.uk
Am unrhyw wybodaeth bellach, cysylltwch â’n clerc, Eirwen Godden ar clerk.
llanfairdc@gmail.com
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GREETING FROM LLANFAIR C.C.
Nadolig Llawen, Merry Christmas from the Community Council. As we 
approach the end of another year, thanks go to all those who work together 
to make our community better.

This year has seen a positive step forward towards bringing the old school 
field into community use. The steering group has been busy consulting, 
putting together a business case and working with the Community Council 
to finally get the community asset transfer submitted. We are hopeful that 
the field will be transferred to Community Council ownership early in the 
new year, if not before! You can read more about this in a later article and 
on our website. The steering group continues to work on ideas for the 
building and the Community Council has commissioned a full building survey 
to identify any issues with the building and costs that could be incurred. It is 
critical to understand what costs will be involved in bringing the building up 
to standard and future maintenance, before we take any asset on.

We were very pleased to see the War Memorial refurbishment completed 
earlier this year. Thanks go to John Pugh for his help with this project. It was 
lovely to be able to hold a Service of Remembrance this year with members 
of the community of all ages taking part. Credit goes to Llion who played the 
trombone beautifully and to Catrin, from Ysgol Llanfair who laid a wreath on 
behalf of the Church.

We remain committed to pushing for the Elizabeth Owen almshouses to 
be brought back into use. Grŵp Cynefin is in discussions with the Charity 
Commission, and we have raised the issue with Darren Millar in order to try 
to get the properties back into a habitable state.

We continue to support Neuadd Eleanor, our village hall in efforts to improve 
and maintain this great community asset and will give our full support to any 
funding opportunities that may arise as part of our neighbourhood plan.

We have sought help from Rhuthun Town Council to work with us to help 
improve the path from Llanfair to Rhuthun. County Councillors, together 
with senior members of DCC have all been involved in developing a plan 
to improve this path. Unfortunately, no progress has been made so far, but 
we will continue to press for action. We note the tremendous work done 
by Jozsef Vass so far on this stretch of path. Jozsef has been clearing the 
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path, at his own risk and his own time, to raise funds for Lucy’s children’s 
institute in Kenya. Funds raised so far have enabled the village to build 
a compostable toilet and send five children to school (https://www.
gofundme.com/f/save-lucys-children-institute?fbclid=IwAR10UJf5P-rlgrzES_
j7qnObTbeSPgK3A9S9e-__wEa46G40qqzbK0b3Gbs)

Another path that we have been working with landowners, to improve, is 
a section of footpath that will link paths from Llanfair to Pentrecelyn and 
Graigfechan via Llanbenwch caravan park. Full details will be available 
in the new year. Proposals for the route of the path can be found on the 
Community Council website. Not only will this serve to link the villages in our 
community together, but it will provide safer access to the cafe and shop at 
Llanbenwch - see Llanbenwch Facebook page for further details. Residents 
have been asking for a cafe and shop in our community for a long while and 
this has featured heavily in our neighbourhood plan.

Speeding is an issue that is frequently raised with Councillors and is included 
on the agenda in most Community Council meetings. Apart from the obvious 
dangers to other road users, noise pollution is something that has been 
discussed at length. We have raised the issue with highways officers, the police, 
MPs and AMs. We have asked Darren Millar AM whether having averaging 
speed cameras along the A525 could be discussed at government level.

Speeding through Graigfechan is a particular concern. We are in discussions 
with County regarding measures that could be taken to reduce speeds 
through the village. A number of residents have asked about speed cushions 
and we have asked whether this could be considered. We would appreciate 
any feedback, thoughts or concerns regarding this, by contacting Eirwen 
Godden, the clerk on clerk.llanfairdc@gmail.com.

The Community Council, in the meantime, gives consideration to every 
planning application received before sending a response to Planning and 
endeavours to keep pressurising the Highway  Authority to carry out road 
repairs across the community.  This is particularly challenging as the Local 
Authority has limited resources.

Our Community Council meetings are held on the second Monday of the 
month, from 7pm. All are welcome to join, and details can be found on the 
website www.llanfaircommunitycouncil.co.uk For any further information, 
please contact our clerk, Eirwen Godden on clerk.llanfairdc@gmail.com
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OLD SCHOOL NEWS
Denbighshire County Council has made it clear that it wishes the old Llanfair 
school and playing field to be developed for the benefit of the community. 
This is a truly generous offer and one that will hopefully reassure residents 
fearful of some unwelcome commercial development in their midst. There 
are many possibilities of course, and as reported in the September issue, 
people who attended the July consultation event had plenty of ideas as to 
what residents of the village, young and old, want and need.

Because of the problems associated with listed buildings, the school is to be 
dealt with separately from the field, and as a first step, a structural survey is 
to be carried out.  However, things can move on a little faster with the field. 
Llanfair Community Council is taking steps to assume control of this on behalf 
of the village. This extensive green space has much to offer the community, 
including as a play area, as a quiet space and where there will be potential 
to grow food. There will be a further chance to contribute ideas (and people 
power in the form of volunteers!) once the handover is complete.  

If you missed the consultation event and are not familiar with the playing 
field, it can be accessed via the track opposite the White Horse that runs 
along the side of the old school, the gate being situated a few yards up the 
lane, opposite the former vicarage.. Residents are encouraged to have a 
look, though requested to observe the rules that applied when it was part of 
a school , ie not taking dogs, and not causing a nuisance to neighbours. 

Hopefully, as North Wales emerges from the Covid pandemic, the school 
and field will play an important part in developing a strong, supportive 
community, providing spaces and activities to enjoy but also opportunities 
to get to know one another  – particularly as we now have a significant 
number of new residents – and develop friendships. Loneliness is painfully 
common in villages these days, but we have a great chance here to make it a 
rarity in Llanfair.

Precise plans for the field and school are still under discussion. The steering 
group of volunteers formed in 2020 meet on a regular basis but nothing 
will be decided without further consultation with the community. In the 
meantime, if you wish to submit any new ideas or to get involved and were 
not able to do this in person earlier, please get in touch through Eirwen 
Godden, the Community Council’s Clerk.
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Sutra – by Leaf Pettit
(Sonnet)

The threads of my being have been lovingly held,               

by female fingers click- clacking, one knit, one purl.        

Their homespun comfort clothed this girl                                    

and her-story unravelled as matrilineal voices swelled.

 

The retelling of my beginnings, mysteries dispelled,           

stories shared as strands deftly twisted and curled.           

I watched the craft of my foremothers’ unfurl                    

and from family fabric forth I was propelled.              

I crochet in quiet moments, counting stitches,       

a meditation led by the hook’s dip and dive.    

In these small acts we are connected and I keep the craft alive.

                                                                                                            

Each item entwined with love and blessings, life’s riches.

I feel the glide of soft yarn through my fingers,

the skein has been passed on and in my hand lingers.    

*Sutra;

Sanskrit- Threads. 
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YSGOL PENTRECELYN
Climate Change 
Conference TEDxGwE
In was an honour 
to attend this event 
at Theatr Clwyd 
recently.  Pupils at 
Ysgol Pentrecelyn have 
been promoting the 
use of local foods and 
retailers in Schools and 
the wider community.  

Their presentation can be viewed on the TED Talks website or on YouTube 
TEDxGWE.  It was great for the pupils to meet and discuss their ideas with 
Iolo Williams the Naturalist.

Cylch Meithrin Ysgol Pentrecelyn
Exciting News - Cylch Meithrin Ysgol Pentrecelyn will be opening in January.  
Further information can be obtained from cylchmeithrinpentrecelyn@gmail.
com if you would like to join.  We would like to extend out thanks to the 
Mudiad Meithrin Committe for all their hard work.

Visit to Capel Bethel Pentrecelyn
It was lovely to explore the village again and visit the Chapel for our 
Thanksgiving service as part of our themed work on our ‘Area’ and ‘Local 
Habitat’

MacMillan Coffee Morning
A school and community coffee morning was held on the school yard.  It 
was an opportunity to raise funds for an organisation that is close to our 
hearts in Ysgol Pentrecelyn.  It was also an excellent opportunity to form a 
partnership with Siop Llanbenwch and support a local business.

Welsh Whisperer
The ‘Welsh Whisperer’ visited Ysgol Pentrecelyn and the children had an 
opportunity to compose a new anthem for the school highlighting all the 
special aspects of Ysgol Pentrecelyn and our community.
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YSGOL PENTRECELYN
Cynhadledd Newid Hinsawdd TEDxGwE
Braint oedd cael rhannu neges Ysgol Pentrecelyn mewn digwyddiad yn 
Theatr Clwyd yn ddiweddar. Mae Ysgol Pentrecelyn yn galw ar bobl ac 
ysgolion i ddefnyddio mwy o fwyd a chynnyrch lleol. Gallwch weld y 
cyflwyniad ar wefan TED Talks neu ar Youtube TEDxGWE. Braf oedd cyfarfod 
a sgwrsio gydag Iolo Williams y naturiaethwr. 

Cylch Meithrin Ysgol Pentrecelyn
Newyddion cyffrous bod Cylch Meithrin Ysgol Pentrecelyn yn agor yn y 
flwyddyn newydd. Diolch o galon i’r Pwyllgor a’r Mudiad Meithrin.

Ymweld â Chapel Bethel, Pentrecelyn.
Braf oedd cael crwydro yn y gymuned unwaith eto fel rhan o’n thema 
‘Cynefin’ ac ‘Ardal ni’. Cawsom gyfle i adfyfyrio a diolch yn y Capel.

Bore Coffi MacMillan
Cawsom fore coffi ar fuarth yr ysgol gydag aelodau o’r gymuned yn ymuno â 
ni. Cyfle i godi arian tuag at achos sydd yn agos at ein calonnau yma yn Ysgol 
Pentrecelyn.

Braf yw gallu creu partneriaeth leol gyda siop Llanbenwch hefyd wrth inni 
gefnogi cynnyrch a busnesau lleol. 

Welsh Whisperer
‘Gwd thing’ oedd cyfansoddi anthem newydd ar gyfer Ysgol Pentrecelyn 
gyda’r dyn ei hun y Welsh Whisperer yn ddiweddar.

Cyfle gwych i ganu am yr holl rinweddau arbennig sydd gan Ysgol 
Pentrecelyn i gynnig.

Andrew Evans Pennaeth / Headteacher

Ysgol Pentrecelyn 01978 790288 

Dilyn ni ar Twitter: http://twitter.com/cyngorsDd - 

Follow us on Twitter: http://twitter.com/DenbighshireCC
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Eyarth Station

Th e Dyff ryn Clwyd Chronicle would like to thank 
Eyarth Station Guest House for their continued 

sponsorship even in these diffi  cult times


