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CYNGOR CYMUNED LLANFAIR DYFFRYN CLWYD COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
www.llanfaircommunitycouncil.co.uk 

Minutes of an Ordinary Meeting of the Council held using a Zoom video/telephone 
conferencing platform on Monday 8 February 2021 at 7 pm. 

PRESENT – Councillors Jayne Mayers [Chair], Keith Moulsdale [Vice-Chair], David 
Baker, Wini Davies, Owen Evans, Tim Faire, Osian Owen, Steve Whipp and Eirwen 
Godden, Clerk 

IN ATTENDANCE  Three  members of the public together with County Councillor Hugh 
Evans OBE.  The Chair reminded everyone that the session would be recorded and 
anyone wishing to receive more information on items discussed to email the Clerk. 

APOLOGIES –    

PART 1 
745  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST Councillors Keith Moulsdale as a trustee of 
Neuadd Eleanor’s Management Committee, David Baker as a member of Llanfair 
Church Council  

746  MINUTES – RESOLVED 
The minutes of an Ordinary Meeting held on 11 January 2021 were approved and 
signed as a correct record. 
 
747  COMMUNITY MATTERS   
747.1  Council Vacancy  The Clerk advised that Denbighshire County Council had not 

received a request for an election and that the Community Council could fill the vacancy 

by co-option.  An advert had accordingly been placed on Council noticeboards and 

website inviting expressions of interest in the position – closing date 12 February 2021.   

 
747.2  Former School Site and Playing Field Llanfair DC 
Reported – DCC’s Asset Manager has forwarded a copy of the last condition survey for 

the site which was carried out in November 2018. This report outlines what work needs 

to be carried out to bring the building up to a useable condition, it must also be noted 

that the figures totalling £38,104 quoted are estimates to replace items due mainly to 

general wear and tear.  The Community Council’s request for a six-month lease on the 

site was considered and after consulting with colleagues in the Estates Team, it was 

refused.  This is because the local authority has been in similar situations in the past 

and the lease turned out to be very problematic.  It would be easier for the local 

authority to manage the site until there was something definitive from the Community 

Council.  A deadline of 1st August for the Community Council to present a viable 

proposal for the whole site with which DCC can consider a community asset transfer 

was suggested. 

Concern was expressed that the six-month deadline was unrealistic given that other 

schemes within the County had taken five years or more before seeing any progress.  It 

has, in the meantime, been established that DCC has not finalised the land and 

buildings transfer with the Church in Wales and until this is completed the local authority 

cannot do anything with the former school site other than keeping it safe and secure. 

http://www.llanfaircommunitycouncil.co.uk/
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There has been further contact with the Clwyd Alyn Housing Association and details 

about rolling out the rural housing needs assessment survey are awaited.   

 

Another action point from the previous meeting was to explore the principle of carrying 

out a commercial feasibility study and/or contact a commercial agent to assess the site 

and possible uses.  People in Flintshire are being given the chance to  suggest ‘co-

working hubs’ locations.  An interactive map, hosted by Commonplace, will ask people if 

they would like to work remotely.  The interactive maps form part of research and 

evidence gathering to gauge demand for local work hubs, indicating where they need to 

be and if they are available already.  Welsh Government is working towards an increase 

in the number of people working away from a traditional office environment.  Working 

locally offers an alternative to working at home or in a central office, giving people more 

flexibility in how they work.  Enquiries are being made to find out whether a similar 

survey will be undertaken in Denbighshire.  Councillor Whipp was also making enquiries 

about the Rhewl Technology Centre [JubileeEstates.uk], gauging the demand for 

working spaces, access to high quality equipment and so on. 

 

It was agreed to send a request to DCC’s Asset Manager for another meeting to see 

whether there was a way forward and an extension to the deadline imposed.  Putting 

together a business case by 1 August 2021 was unrealistic.  Councillor Hugh Evans 

declared that he wished to be involved in the meeting.   The North Wales Wildlife Trust 

and Drosi Bikes had expressed a strong interest in the playing field area and building, 

respectively.  

   

748  CORRESPONDENCE 
748.1  Submitted – Copy of Welsh Government’s Digital Media Guide – Connecting 
with Your Local Community.  The guide explains there are many ways for Councils to 
communicate with local people, giving a chance to tell them about the Council’s work 
and engage them with local issues, news, and events.  The guide goes into detail about 
using various channels, including social media [Facebook, Twitter, YouTube] or 
Community Council social media such as a village Facebook page] explaining how to 
get started and providing some hints and tips.  Contents were noted.  The Community 
Council updated its website last year. 
 
748.2  Submitted – Email from OVW dated 21/01/21 re HM Land Registry – Survey of 
Community and Town Councils in Wales.  The Clerk was asked to complete and 
return the survey as requested. 
 
748.3 Submitted – Email dated 28/01/21 from the National Library of Wales – Re 
Permission to provide Public Access to copies of the Community Council’s 
website  RESOLVED that permission be granted. 
 
748.4  Submitted – Email dated 19/01/21 from DCC re Location of Milwr Tawel/Silent 
Soldier  The local authority is undertaking a review of memorials to commemorate the 
centenary of WW1 and has concerns about the location of many memorials, as they 
tend to be on roundabouts or at the side of the highway.  They were never intended to 
be permanent fixtures, which is one of the reasons why planning permission was not 
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required.  The authority wishes to co-operate with Community/Town Councils to ensure 
that these memorials can continue to be displayed in the most appropriate way.  The 
next step taken would be for a Streetscene Manager to contact each Council to discuss 
any memorials sponsored in the area.  Noted. 
 

749  Feedback/Report[s] on Conferences/Training/Meetings -   

749.1  OVW Conwy & Denbighshire Area Committee   Reported that the Clerk had 

attended a video meeting on 27/01/21.  The main points of interest included an update 

on the Election Bill [voting age reduced to 16, community/town councils to ensure that 

there will be a specific agenda item to allow the public to speak, an annual report must 

be published, having a mandatory training plan, councils may be able to meet in public 

houses]; and Audit changes will mean having a three-year cycle system in place.  

Further guidance is awaited. 

 

750  PLANNING  www.denbighshire.gov.uk/planning  

750.1  Submitted – DCC’s response  to WG Consultation Document 41053 The Town 

and Country Planning [Strategic Development Plan] [Wales] Regulations 2021 

[730.1].  Content noted.  The Community Council had submitted a similar response 

raising the same concerns. 

 

750.2  Application 20/2021/0085 dated 04/02/21 submitted by Mr R A Lloyd.   Erection 

of extensions and re-modelling of dwelling, construction of a partially submerged 

garage, alterations to existing vehicular access and associated works – Hirdir, 

Pentrecelyn, Ruthin.  The proposal was supported subject to the following queries.  

Members expressed concerns about drainage of the site and the visual impact of the 

proposed building.  The Community Council recognises that the existing dwelling is in a 

poor state and needs restoration and development. 

The architect’s drawings do not show reference to how the site would be drained.  

Members would like to see calculations and a list of materials to be used, to 

demonstrate that because of the development that flooding would not be any worse.  

Additionally, during construction, the Community Council would seek assurance that 

material such as silt is not washed off the site. 

In relation to the proposed building concerns were expressed about how it sits in the 

environment.  The AONB Supplementary Planning Guideline welcomes innovative 

designs.  The proposal incorporates design features to reduce light pollution, the grass 

roof will increase biodiversity, soak up water and provide insulation.  The building itself 

will be sustainable and provide a low carbon home for a local family with key skills.  

However, the Community Council expressed concern that the property does not appear 

to be in keeping with the general visual amenity of the area and does not accord with 

the AONB Guidelines. 

The Community Council would appreciate further details from the applicant relating to 

construction details to allay drainage concerns.  The Community Council would also 

http://www.denbighshire.gov.uk/planning
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seek consideration of how the design could meet the requirements of the 

Supplementary Planning Guideline of the AONB. 

750.3  Application 20/2021/0086 dated 04/02/21 submitted by Mr Dean Irwin.  Erection 
of an agricultural building for the storage of agricultural material and equipment – Tan y 
Graig, Pentrecelyn, Ruthin.  Members noted that this application is supplementary to a 
previous approved application 20/2020/0436 for change of use of land by the siting of 4 
no holiday accommodation units, installation of a package treatment plant, access track 
and associated works which was approved last year. There were no issues with the 
current application. 
 
751  HIGHWAYS & ENVIRONMENT - General Update on Ongoing Highway and 
Other Matters –  
751.2  Flooding [741.2]   Submitted – [a] Report written by Councillor Steve Whipp with 
considerable input from Mr P Bennett Lloyd.   The report sets out who is responsible for 
various flooding matters and recommends that [i] the Community Council should collate 
data arising from the rainfall event of 19 and 20 January 2021; [ii] a report presented to 
DCC to ensure that the evidence from the event[s] is taken into consideration in 
updating the local flood risk assessment; [iii] the Community Council should continue to 
pursue solutions to existing problems at Eyarth Station and Graigfechan;  and [iv] 
respond to planning consultations and include consideration of flood risk.   
 
It was noted, with thanks, that several residents had written to the Clerk, forwarding 
photographs of flooding events in the area.  Denbighshire has commenced digging trial 
holes with the intention of developing a scheme to take the water away at Eyarth.  
Councillor Owen Evans asked for the area between his property, Ty Famau, Cricor 
Farm and Pentrecelyn Hall, to be added to the flooding hotspots list.  It was noted, with 
caution, that dredging was a last resort which could create problems downstream and 
that a licence was required to carry out such work.  Councillor Whipp suggested that it 
would be useful to superimpose the areas that were flooded onto an OS Map adding to 
existing knowledge to the hydrology of the area to Wayne Hope, DCC. 
 
[b]  Councillor Osian Owen had received a response from Alex Bebbington, DCC’s 

Flood Risk Officer, regarding the flooding near Ysgol Pentrecelyn.  Councillor Owen’s 

concerns had been forwarded to the tarmac team so that pipework could be installed in 

the vicinity of the layby.  Councillor Keith Moulsdale reported that Denbighshire is 

dealing with damp conditions in bungalows at Bron y Clwyd, Llanfair.  

 

[c]  Contact had also been made with Llysfasi College about the flooding problem by 

Eyarth Station and to see whether there is scope for improving the way land is farmed 

generally to stop water running off.  A meeting is to be arranged with Llysfasi College 

[Councillor Steve Whipp].  Councillor Keith Moulsdale expressed concern about the 

right of way from the A525 to Eyarth Station referring to the path running alongside the 

new housing development at Llanfair where building residue and flooding could be 

seen.  The Clerk to contact Pure about the path next to the new houses and to contact 

Highways about the blocked drain grids on the A525 from Llanfair to Ruthin.  
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[d]  Reported – that DCC had published a news release bulletin asking residents 

affected by recent flooding to contact their Contact Centre on 01824 706000 to log their 

concerns.  Noted. 

 

751.3  Impact of Heavy Machinery on Narrow Rural Roads   Councillor Hugh Evans 

had spoken to Highways. Farm and delivery vehicles have a legal right to use the lanes, 

but it was acknowledged that the local authority had not kept the lanes open as wide as 

possible and they had become overgrown.  It was agreed that the Clerk writes to Tim 

Towers asking him to inspect specific roads and consideration be given to taking action 

to widen them.   Councillor Steve Whipp reported that he was particularly concerned 

about the lane from Pentrecelyn past Pennant where a deep ditch requires a drainpipe.  

The Chair stated that she would send an annotated map to identify problem areas. 

 

751.4  Waste Management Services  [a]  Submitted - Email dated 12/01/21 from 

DCC’s Waste and Recycling Manager.  DCC is reviewing the collection points around 

land end collections.  A policy already exists, is available on the internet, and 

consideration is being to enforce the existing policy.  The main aim of the review is to 

make sure that services are run as efficiently as possible.  Some properties are a long 

distance from the highway.  Waste collection vehicles need to be protected from 

excessive wear and tear by reducing the distance travelled on unmade roads where 

possible.    

Whilst DCC policy could suggest households should move to a lane end type collection, 

it does not mean this will be implemented.  Sometimes it is easy to continue servicing 

some properties that have well-made private lanes and safe turn-around points.  Some 

properties should have moved to a lane end collection several years ago when the 

policy was adopted and did not happen.  Anyone who qualifies for the assisted 

collection service would certainly still have their bins collected from  their property if no 

other option is available.  Once the data is available a report can be brought to a 

Community Council meeting.  DCC’s Waste and Recycling Manager is happy to attend. 

[b]  Submitted – Email dated 25/01/21 from DCC re Funding for Denbighshire Waste 

Reduction and Re-use Projects.   DCC has secured more than £560,000 for waste 

reduction and re-use projects in the County.  WG funding is available for four projects 

under its Green Recovery Circular economy fund which includes setting up a re-use 

shop as well as a textile re-use and repair scheme in Rhyl; funding to support 8 

charities; and DVSC to set up a social supermarket in Ruthin’s Market Hall. Content and 

positive news noted. 

752 FINANCIAL MATTERS 

752.1  Submitted – Draft  3 Budget for 2021/22   The Clerk explained that 

adjustments had been made to increase the community activities budget to £10,000 and 

that £2,000 had been allocated to the War Memorial/Church Wall budget heading.  The 

Clerk was thanked for making changes in response to the comments made at previous 
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meetings so that the Council can be in a good position to kickstart new projects.  

Approved. 

 

752.2  Payment of Accounts/Invoices RESOLVED that payments be made as 

follows: 

£3,017.18  AVOW [Member Allowances 2020/2021 including payroll fee and national 

insurance]  Copy/breakdown forwarded to members before the meeting. 

£30.00  OVW [Clerk’s Training Fee – Advanced Local Government Finance Module 21 

held on 17/12/20] 

 

752.3  Requests for Financial Aid  RESOLVED that [a] grants be awarded as follows: 

£50.00 Cerebral Palsy [formerly Bobath Cymru] [support services for children and 

families across Wales living with cerebral palsy] 

£1,000.00 Urdd National Eisteddfod [funding to support stage the festival] [£1,000 

already in earmarked reserves] 

£450.00 Ysgol Llanfair [Plants for polytunnel/grounds & equipment] 

£450.00 Ysgol Pentrecelyn [Digital aids such as chromebooks for pupils]   

 

[b] the following application be deferred - Theatr Bara Caws [a community theatre 

company which promotes culture and entertainment in the Welsh Language] 

Members also agreed that organisations receiving donations should whenever possible 

produce a report/photos on how the money spent benefitted the local community.  

Articles could be published in the Dyffryn Clwyd Chronicle. 

 

752.4  Internal Auditors  RESOLVED that JDH Business Services be reappointed as 

the Council’s internal auditors for 2021/2022.  

 

PART 2  753  RESOLVED that the Press and Public be excluded from the meeting 

due to the confidential nature of the following item: 

753.1  REPAIRS AND RENOVATIONS TO THE WAR MEMORIAL LLANFAIR  Work 
on renovating the War Memorial would be delayed until better weather conditions in the 
Spring.  DCC’s Conservation Project Surveyor has commented that the renovated 
Memorial is a major improvement.  Councillor Tim Faire was thanked for renovating and 
replenishing the flower boxes.  A resident had reported a problem with the pointing work 
failing due to the weather and the Clerk was asked to contact Mr John Pugh, Chartered 
Surveyor. 
 

754  DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS    

08/03/21 [Virtual Meeting]  It was noted that in view of current lockdown restrictions 

video meetings were likely to continue until at least April 2021. 

The meeting ended at 8.20 pm _____________________CHAIR  ____________DATE 


